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PRESS RELEASE 
European Citizens’ Initiative Food is a Human Right for All! 

Launch of the signature collection 
 
Brussels, 7 January 2026 
 
The signature collection for the European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) Food is a Human Right for 
All! officially opens today. The Initiative calls on the European Union to recognise food as a 
fundamental human right through binding legislative measures, guaranteeing access for all 
people living in the EU to adequate, sustainable and dignified food. 
 
The Initiative originates from a demopractic process developed in Geneva, initiated by 
Fondazione Mater in collaboration with Fondazione Pistoletto Cittadellarte and FIAN 
Switzerland. It is the result of a structured, multi-year process of civic participation and 
transnational cooperation focused on the right to food as a political and democratic issue. 
 
A European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) is a participatory democratic instrument provided by EU 
law that allows citizens to formally invite the European Commission to propose new 
legislation. To be considered, an ECI must collect at least one million validated signatures from 
EU citizens across a minimum number of Member States. While the Commission is not obliged 
to adopt the proposed legislation, it is legally required to examine the Initiative, meet its 
organisers, and publicly respond to its demands. 
 
The ECI is supported by the Good Food For All Coalition, a European network of civil society 
organisations that emerged from the Right to Food Forum held in Geneva in May 2024. The 
Coalition currently brings together more than 240 organisations from across Europe, active in 
the social, agricultural, environmental and human rights fields, working collectively to 
advance concrete policy proposals for fairer and more sustainable food systems. 
 
Objectives of the Initiative 
Through this European Citizens’ Initiative, citizens invite the European Commission to: 

– recognise food as a fundamental human right within EU policies and legislation; 
– move beyond emergency-based and assistance-oriented approaches to food access; 
– ensure dignified, adequate and sustainable food for all people living in the European 

Union; 
– strengthen policy coherence across agriculture, social, health and environmental 

policies in relation to the right to food. 
 
The preparatory process of the Initiative is grounded in an operational framework known as 
Opera Demopratica, structured around three phases — Mapping, Forum and Action. This 
framework connects communities of practice, civil society organisations and cultural 
institutions within participatory governance processes oriented toward concrete policy 
outcomes. 
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Official public launch in Brussels 
 
The official public launch of the European Citizens’ Initiative will take place on 14 January 
2026 at 12:30, at Place Luxembourg, in front of the European Parliament in Brussels. 
On this occasion, participants will collectively create the Third Paradise symbol conceived by 
Michelangelo Pistoletto, representing the search for balance between nature and human-
made systems. During the event, a QR code will be distributed to allow citizens to sign the 
Initiative directly and actively support the European campaign. 
 
How to participate 
The signature collection is open to all EU citizens as of 7 January 2026. Each signature 
contributes to reaching the threshold required for the Initiative to be formally examined by 
the European Commission. 
 
Food is a European political responsibility. 
 
More information and signature collection: 
https://www.goodfoodforall.eu/ 
 
Where to sign : 
https://eci.ec.europa.eu/053/public 
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